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The service of Tenebrae, or “shadows,” grew out of a 
combination of night prayer and early morning prayer, 
with an additional focus on the commemoration of the 
passion. The latter was usually read by several deacons 
and later, in the Middle Ages, was read by monastic choirs. The most 
significant feature of this service is the gradual extinguishing of the 
lights and candles in the room and on the altar. The candles represent 
the apostles and all followers of Christ; and the larger candle 
represents Christ. The dramatic high point occurs with the complete 
darkness at the death of Jesus.



GREETING Father Jim Ferguson

Father Jim And this is the judgment, that the light has come into 
the world, and we loved darkness rather than light.

Nicole God is light, in Whom there is no darkness at all.

Father Jim For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be saved through Him.

Nicole Every one who does evil hates the light, and does not come to 
the light. But all who do what is true come to the light.

Father Jim Come; let us worship in spirit and in truth.



OPENING PRAYER

Father Jim The Lord be with you.

Nicole And also with you.

Father Jim Let us pray. 

Most gracious God, look with mercy upon Your family gathered here for whom our Lord 
Jesus Christ was betrayed, given into sinful hands, and suffered death upon the cross. 
Strengthen our faith and forgive our betrayals as we enter the way of His passion; through 
Him Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.



Reading SONG OF THE SUFFERING SERVANT  Isaiah 53:4-9  

Nicole Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our 
diseases; yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by 
God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed 
for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and 
by his bruises we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have 
all turned to our own way, and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us 
all. 7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his 
mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before 
its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth…. 



By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
Who could have imagined his future? For he was cut off from the 
land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people. 
They made his grave with the wicked and his tomb with the rich, 
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth.

Sermon The Rev. Dr. Jim Ferguson



A Confession of Sin   - Fr. Jim

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from 
Thy  ways like lost sheep, we have followed too much the devices and 
desires of our own hearts, we have offended against Thy holy laws, we have left undone 
those things which we ought to have done, and we have done those things which we 
ought not to have done. 

But Thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, spare Thou those who confess their faults, restore 
Thou those who are penitent, according to Thy promises declared unto mankind in Christ 
Jesus our Lord; and grant, O most merciful Father, for His sake, that we may hereafter live 
a godly, righteous, and sober life, to the glory of Thy holy Name.   Amen….



The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution and remission 
of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace 
and consolation of His Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer – Fr. Jim

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.





The Passion of Our Lord - Deacon Greg           

And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he was 
reclining at table, a woman came with an alabaster flask of ointment of 
pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask and poured it over his 
head. There were some who said to themselves indignantly, “Why was the ointment 
wasted like that? For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred 
denarii and given to the poor.” And they scolded her. 

But Jesus said, 

“Leave her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. For 
you always have the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do good for them. 
But you will not always have me. She has done what she could; she has anointed my 
body beforehand for burial. And truly, I say to you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in 
the whole world, what she has done will be told in memory of her.”…



Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve, went to the chief 
priests in order to betray him to them. And when they heard it, they 
were glad and promised to give him money. And he sought an 
opportunity to betray him.

And on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the Passover 
lamb, his disciples said to him, “Where will you have us go and prepare for you 
to eat the Passover?” And he sent two of his disciples and said to them, 

“Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him, and 
wherever he enters, say to the master of the house, ‘The Teacher says, Where is my 
guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’ And he will show you a 
large upper room furnished and ready; there prepare for us.” 

And the disciples set out and went to the city and found it just as he had told them, and 
they prepared the Passover….



And when it was evening, he came with the twelve. 
And as they were reclining at table and eating, Jesus said, 

“Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me, one who is eating with me.”

They began to be sorrowful and to say to him one after another,  “Is it I?” 

He said to them, 

“It is one of the twelve, one who is dipping bread into the dish with me. For the Son of 
Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is 
betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.”…



THE FIRST CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED



Eleanor 

And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it 
and gave it to them, and said, 

“Take; this is my body.” 

And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank 
of it. And he said to them, 

“This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many. Truly, I say to you, I 
will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the 
kingdom of God.” 

And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.



Randy

Then Jesus said to them, 

“You will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, 
‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 
But after I am raised up, I will go before you to Galilee.” 

Peter answered him,  Though they all fall away because of you, I will never fall away.” 

Jesus said to him, 

“Truly, I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me three 
times.” 

Peter said to him, “Even if I must die with you, I will not deny you!”  And all the disciples 
said the same.



THE SECOND CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED



Christine

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane,
and he said to his disciples, 

“Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 

And taking with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and 
troubled. Then he said to them, 

“My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 

And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, 

“My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as 
you will.” …



And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. 
And he said to Peter, 

“So, could you not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray that you 
may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.”

Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, 

“My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be done.” 

And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So, leaving them 
again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. Then he 
came to the disciples and said to them, 

“Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.”…



THE THIRD CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED



And immediately, while he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the 
twelve, and with him a crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief 
priests and the scribes and the elders. Now the betrayer had given them 
a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man. Seize him and 
lead him away under guard.” 

And when he came, he went up to him at once and said, “Rabbi!” And he kissed 
him.  And they laid hands on him and seized him. But one of those who stood by 
drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his ear. And 
Jesus said to them, 

“Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? 
Day after day I was with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 
But let the Scriptures be fulfilled.”

And they all left him and fled.



THE FOURTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED



Deacon Greg 

Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, 
where the scribes and the elders had gathered. And Peter was following
him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and going 
inside he sat with the guards to see the end. 

Now the chief priests and the whole Council were seeking false testimony against 
Jesus that they might put him to death, but they found none, though many false 
witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and said, “This man said, ‘I am 
able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’”  And the high 
priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men 
testify against you?” 

But Jesus remained silent…. 



And the high priest said to him,  “I adjure you by the living God, 
tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 

Jesus said to him, 

“You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of 
Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” 

Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What 
further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your 
judgment?” They answered,  “He deserves death.” 

Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, saying, 
“Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?”



THE FIFTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED



Christine 

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came
up to him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.”  But he 
denied it before them all, saying, “I do not know what you mean.” 
And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw him, 
and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.”  And again he 
denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” 

After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one 
of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and 
to swear, “I do not know the man.” 

And immediately the rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, 

“Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” 

And he went out and wept bitterly.



THE SIXTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED



Randy 

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people 
took counsel against Jesus to put him to death. And they bound him 
and led him away and delivered him over to Pilate the governor.

Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his 
mind and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the 
elders, saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” 

They said, “What is that to us? See to it yourself.” 

And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and he went 
and hanged himself. But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, 
“It is not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money.”…



So they took counsel and bought with them the potter’s field as a 
burial place for strangers. Therefore that field has been called the 
Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet 
Jeremiah, saying, 

“And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had 
been set by some of the sons of Israel, and they gave them for the potter’s field, 
as the Lord directed me.”



THE SEVENTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED



Eleanor 

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, 
“Are you the King of the Jews?” 

Jesus said, 

“You have said so.” 

But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. Then 
Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” 

But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was 
greatly amazed.



THE EIGHTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED



Randy 

Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the 
crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. And they had then a 
notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had gathered, 
Pilate said to them,  

“Whom do you want me to release for you: 
Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew that it was out of envy that they 
had delivered him up. 

Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, 
“Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much because of him 
today in a dream.”…



Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd 
to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 

The governor again said to them, 

“Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” 

And they said, “Barabbas.” 

Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?”
They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 

And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” 
But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”



THE NINTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED



Christine   

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s 
headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. 
And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting 
together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. 

And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 

And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. And when they 
had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and 
led him away to crucify him.



THE TENTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED



Eleanor 

As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. 
They compelled this man to carry his cross.  And when they came to a 
place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered him 
wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.
And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. 
Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. And over his head they put the charge 
against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 

Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 
And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads and saying, 
“You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! 
If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”…



So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, 

“He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him
come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; 
let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 

And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.



THE ELEVENTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED



Deacon Greg         

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the 
ninth hour. And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, 

“Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 

And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” 

And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a 
reed and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, 
“Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 

And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.



THE TWELFTH CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED





And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to 
bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split. 

The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his 
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many.

When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over 
Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with awe 
and said, 

“Truly this was the Son of God!”





Father Jim

May Jesus Christ, Who for our sake became obedient 

unto death, even death on a cross, keep you and 

strengthen you this night and forever. Amen.




